/<fcS/ 


p.vjdentirry 


Q. 

A. 


iixJoliiiCTiiD 


Q. 


A. 


Q. 

A. 


KIYGSaTO  YG&hIZAKI,  after  having  been  duly  sworn,  testified 
at  the  I orotai  Prisoner  of  War  Camp,  Morotai  Island, 
Netherlands  East  Indies,  on  28  Inarch,  1946,  as  follows:- 

State  your  name,  aje,  nationality,  marital  status,  religion 
and  home  address. 

hiyoseto  YOSHIZAKI,  36  years  old,  Japanese,  married,  Budhist. 
Ibusukicho,  Ibusuki  Gun  Kagoshima  Province,  Japan, 

What  is  your  rank  in  the  Navy? 

Warrant  Officer . 


Q.  When  were  you  inducted  into  the  Navy? 

A.  30  June,  1932  I  Joined  the  Navy. 

Q.  'When  did  you  first  come  to  Ambon  Island? 

A,  25  June,  1942,  I  came  to  Ambon  and  was  attached  to  the  24th 
Navy  Division  at  Victoria  Garrison. 

Q.  When  were  you  assigned  to  the  Garara  Prison  Camp? 

A.  I  was  assigned  to  Garara  Prisoner  of  War  Camp  from  23  Januarj 
1943,  to  10  Larch,  1943.  Then  until  10  Hay,  1943,  I  was  in 
Victoria  Garrison.  On  31  May,  1943,  I  was  again  assigned  to 
_ Garara  Camp  and  stayed  until  2  hay,  1945, 


Were  there  any  American  fliers  executed  at  Garara  Camp  in  194<g 

On  the  28th  of  August,  1944,  the  districts  of  Ambon  and 
Garara  were  very  heavily  bombed  by  American  E-29  planes,  I 
think  there  were  eighty  planes.  Due  to  this  bombing  Victoria 
Garrison  was  on  fire.  Also  part  of  Carara  Camp  was  on  fire. 

On  the  afternoon  of  28  August  between  5  and  6  o'clock  W/0 
UEhUI.A  brought  three  Americans  to  Garara  Camp.  At  that  time 
I  was  busy  repairing  tents  which  were  bombed  but  I  heard  that 
the  three  Americans  were  placed  in  three  separate  cells.  The 
next  morning  at  about  8  o'clock  W/0  UEMUKA  ordered  me  and 
said,  "Today  we  must  have  the  execution  of  the  three  prisoner 
so  we  must  get  ready."  he  also  said,  "You  must  execute  one 
of  the  prisoners."  At  2.30  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  of  29 
August,  1944,  a  truck  was  ordered  and  myself,  UELUhA,  IKEUChl 
the  driver  and  the  three  Americans  all  loaded  into  the  truck. 
After  about  a  five  minute  drive  we  arrived  at  the  execution 
place.  It  was  near  the  J  p  soldiers'  cemetery.  It  was  about 
150  meters  from  the  cemetry.  The  truck  stopred  about  30 
meters  from  the  ex-cution  place.  The  execution  place  was  off 
of  the  road  and  on  a  small  hill,  there  was  tropical  Jungle 
all  around  the  hill.  When  the  truck  stopped  UEMIIRA  ordered 
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me  to  go  to  the  execution  place  quickly,  so  I  left  for  the 
place .  When  I  arrived  at  the  place  of  execution  I  found  two 
holes  already  dug.  1  hen  our  truck  first  arrived  I  saw  1st. 

Lt.  NOGI  of  the  Navy  and  five  soldiers  whose  names  I  do  not 
know  standing  waiting  for  us.  As  seen  as  the  truck  stopped, 
IKEUCKI  reported  to  this  Lieutenant  and  said,  "Here  we  are." 
When  UEFiULA  ordered  ire  to  go  to  the  execution  place  I  went 
alone  leaving  Lt.  NOGI  and  the  five  soldiers  at  the  truck. 
About  three  or  four  minutes  after  I  arrived  at  the  execution 
place,  Lt .  NOGI  came  to  the  execution  place.  About  five 
minutes  later  one  of  Lt.  NOGI's  soldiers  arrived  with  one 
American  prisoner.  He  was  already  blindfolded  and  his  hands 
were  already  tied  in  back  of  him.  The  soldier  made  him  kneel 
in  front  of  one  of  the  holes,  facing  one  of  the  holes  that 
was  already  dug.  It  was  the  hole  on  the  right.  This  soldier 
then  returned  to  the  truck.  I  then  stepped  up  behind  this 
American  and  beheaded  him.  I  only  swung  the  sword  once.  I 
hit  the  American  squarely  on  the  back  of  the  neck.  The 
American's  head  dropped  forward  and  hung  against  his  chest. 
Immediately  the  American  fell  into  the  hole  dead.  The 
hole  was  six  feet  long,  three  feet  wide  and  one  and  a  half 
meters  deep,  i.hen  the  soldier  made  the  American  kneel  he 
knelt  at  the  eastern  end  of  the  hole.  I  also  was  standing  at 
that  end.  The  sword  I  used  for  killing  the  American  belonged 
to  W/0  UEMUHA.  He  lent  it  to  me  just  before  we  left  Gara;  a 
Camp.  I  think  the  blade  of  this  sword  was  two  feet  and  two 
inches  long  and  the  handle  was  about  ten  inches  long.  The 
whole  sword  therefore  was  three  feet  and  two  inches  long. 

I  used  both  hands  to  swing  the  sword.  I  stood  directly 
behind  the  American  with  my  feet  about  two  feet  apart,  I 
raised  the  sword  over  my  right  shoulder  and  swung  with  both 
hands.  I  am  right  handed.  After  I  had  killed  the  American 
I  retired  about  fifteen  meters  away  from  the  execution  place 
in  some  bushes.  The  reason  I  did  this  was  because  my  duty 
was  finished  and  I  was  also  very  excited  and  upset  and  I  didr/t 
want  to  see  any  more  executions.  After  I  had  retired  to  the 
bushes  jn  about  two  or  three  minutes  I  saw  a  soldier  bring 
another  blindfolded  American  past  me.  I  didn't  see  this 
American  executed  because  from  my  place  in  the  bushes  I  could 
not  see  the  execution.  About  five  minutes  later  the  third 
blindfolded  American  came  past  my  place,  accompanied  by  a 
soldier.  About  five  or  ten  minutes  after  I  saw  the  third 
American  being  taken  to  the  execution  place,  Lt.  NOGI  called  ? 
from  the  bushes  end  said,  "Come,  We  must  bury  the  Americans 
and  clean  the  place.  The  execution  is  all  finished,"  So 
I  went  back  to  the  execution  place.  Vihen  I  got  there  I  saw 
Lt.  NOGI  and  three  soldiers.  I  looked  into  the  two  holes 
and  in  the  right  hand  hole  was  the  American  that  I  had 
executed,  and  in  the  left  hand  hole  were  the  two  remaining 
Americans.  I  looked  into  the  holes  and  the  bodies  were  not 
moving.  They  were  quite  dead.  After  I  had  looked  into  the 
holes  the  three  soldiers  and  myself  started  to  cover  the  bodies 
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over  with  dirt.  We  worked  at  this  task  about  forty  minutes 
before  the  burial  was  finished.  During  this  time  Lt.  NCGI 
stood  and  watched.  When  we  were  all  finished  each  hole  had 
a  small  hump  or  mound  of  earth  over  it,  I  put  a  flower  on 
each  grave.  Then  the  three  soldiers  and  myself  raked  the 
graves  until  they  were  smcoth.  After  this  was  done  Lt.NOGI, 
the  three  soldiers  and  myself  all  saluted  the  graves.  After 
this  Lt.  NOGI  went  back  to  his  car  and  returned  to  Naval 
headquarters  at  Ambon.  Then  the  three  soldiers  and  myself 
walked  back  to  the  road  and  walked  to  the  Japanese  soldiers* 
cemetery.  When  we  reached  that  place  the  truck  came  from 
Garara  to  fetch  us.  We  arrived  at  Garara  Camp  at  about  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Q.  I  hand  you  this  stenographic  note-book  and  pen  and  ask  you 

to  draw,  upon  it,  a  diagram  of  the  place  of  execution,  showing 
the  position  of  the  graves,  all  men  and  soldiers  there, 
the  American's  position,  the  road,  and  any  and  all  other 
information  you  may  have. 

A.  I  cannot  draw  very  well  but  I  will  give  you  directions  and  you 
will  please  do  it  for  me.  y 

Q.  Please  write  upon  such  diagram,  in  Japanese,  a  statement  of 
what  it  is.  Also  sign  and  date  such  document  and  I  will 
annex  it  to  your  ce:  tificate  as  an  exhibit. 

A.  I  have  done  so. 


Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 


Were  you  and  Lt.  NOGI  and  the  three  soldiers  the  onlv  ones 
at  the  execution  place? 

Yes.  We  were  the  only  ones  present.  IKEUCHI,  UEMJLA,  the 

TIZu?ri’  ^!?e  ^wo  remaining  soldiers  stayed  at  the  truck  and 
1  think  they  left  and  returned  to  Garara  Camp  as  soon  as  the 
last  American  was  taken  to  the  execution  place. 

You  stated  that  Lt<  NOGI  was  waiting  at  the  execution  place 
v‘^en  £ou  arrived;  Where  did  he  come  from  and  how  did  he  get 

I  think  Lt.  NOCI  came  from  Naval  headquarters  at  Ambon  and  came 

to  the  execution  place  in  his  car  taking  the  five  soldiers  wit! 
n  ini  • 


Q. 


Who  was  Lt.  NOGI? 

All  I  know  is  that  he  came  from  Naval  Headquarters  in  Ambon, 
he  was  very  tall  about  six  feet  tall,  complexion  white,  black 
hair,  military  hair  cut.  He  wore  no  glasses. 


o.  Who  ordered  Lt.  NOGI  to  come  to  the  execution? 


r\ 
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over  with  dirt.  We  worked  at  this  task  about  forty  minutes 
before  the  burial  was  finished.  During  this  time  Lt.  NOGI 
stood  and  watched.  Y*hen  we  were  all  finished  each  hole  had 
a  smell  hump  or  mound  of  earth  over  it,  I  put  a  flower  on 
each  grave .  Then  the  three  soldiers  and  myself  raked  the 
graves  until  they  were  smcotb.  After  this  was  done  Lt.NOGI, 
the  three  soldiers  and  myself  all  saluted  the  graves.  After 
this  Lt.  NOGI  went  back  to  his  car  and  returned  to  Naval 
Headquarters  at  Ambon.  Then  the  three  soldiers  and  myself 
walked  back  to  the  road  and  walked  to  the  Japanese  soldiers' 
cemetery.  When  we  reached  that  place  the  truck  came  from 
Garara  to  fetch  us.  We  arrived  at  Garara  Camp  at  about  5 
o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 

I  hand  you  this  stenographic  note-book  and  pen  and  ask  you 
to  draw,  upon  it,  a  diagram  of  the  place  of‘ execution,  showing 
the  position  of  the  graves,  all  men  and  soldiers  there, 
the  American's  position,  the  road,  and  any  and  all  other 
information  you  may  have. 

1  cannot  draw  very  well  but  I  will  give  you  directions  and  you 
will  please  do  it  for  me.  y 

1 lease  write  upon  such  diagram,  in  Japanese,  a  statement  of 
what  it  is.  Also  sign  and  date  such  document  and  I  will 
annex  it  to  your  certificate  as  an  exhibit. 

I  have  done  so. 

Were  you  and  Lt.  NOCI  and  the  three  soldiers  the  onl^  ones 
at  the  execution  place? 

Yes.  We  were  the  only  ones  present.  IKEUCHI,  UEIviUHA,  the 
Slriver,  and  the  two  remaining  soldiers  stayed  at  the  truck  and 
I  think  they  left  and  returned  to  Garara  Camp  as  soon  as  the 
last  American  was  taken  to  the  execution  place. 

You  stated  that  Lt*  NOGI  was  waiting  at  the  execution  place 
when  you  arrived ;  Where  did  he  come  from  and  how  did  he  pet 
there?  & 

I  think  Lt.  NOGI  came  from  Naval  headquarters  at  Ambon  and  came 
to  the  execution  place  in  his  car  taking  the  five  soldiers  with 
him . 

Who  was  Lt.  NOGI? 

All  I  know  is  that  he  came  from  Naval  Headquarters  in  Ambon, 
he  was  very  tall  about  six  feet  tall,  complexion  white,  black 
hair,  military  hair  cut.  He  wore  no  glasses. 

Who  ordered  Lt,  NOGI  to  come  to  the  execution? 
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to  the  Naval  tolice^hS-.d-'u^fcrs  ,:8^el  Keadcuartcrs  In  Ambon 
ordered  Lt.  NOGI  to  execStf  the  taer  IcanS!  that  Lt>  HWZAH 

e.  rn 10  executed  the  other  two  Americans? 

A.  Lt.  KOGI 

Q.  How  do  you  know? 

all^hedlme??cens  werePklned°f  Lt *  NOCI^1??  rtlmmedi«tely  afte. 
bushes  and  told  me.  he  ,  S  ik.f'T.  called  me  from  the 
and  he  also  said,  "Now the  execuLL hnre  aiready  told  you 
executed  the  other  two  Americans  '‘  r‘didn?Jshed’  snd  1 

him,  and  that  was  all  he  said  T  w-1  ddnt  saY  anything  to 

-  "j-j-  xie  saia.  j  wes  very  upset. 

Q*  i.hy  were  these  Americans  executed? 

one  ‘of  ttTlSIrlcaS?  fwafiorri^'L  ordered  ■*  to  klLL. 

these  Americans  weie  to  be  killed  Ke  J®*"1**  whJ’ 

because  everything  was  ordered  by ‘ superl^  of f IceSf  *  ",OTry 

''ere  these  MerieB^  given  a  hearing  nr'  a  court  martial? 

L*  I  d  on 1 1  know . 

ctmp?tney  glVen  a  hearlnS  or  court  martial  while  at  C-arara 


Wh°  °rdered  W/0  mm' A  to  have  the  Americans  executed? 

™  gave “th^or lglnal °order i  but  I  think  Capt. 
where  are  Capt.  SHIROZO  and  Lt.  MIYAZAKI  now? 

Both  of  them  are  In  No.  3  Compound. 

'Ahat  were  the  three  Americans'  names,  ranks,  and  descriptions? 

ff1^Ssrind°«,i0"™bmberndnythlnreLeSJtyth--tttGarara  °ne 

tall.  They  were  fit  viao-r  1  .  1  ?  *cept  that  two  were  verv 
I  don't  know  whether  they  wire  enltlt^rnTn?^3' 

Where  weie  these  Americans  captured? 
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to^he^Naval  Policed  S£ir'e  from  Kaval  Headquarters  in  Ambon 
ordered  Lt.  NOGI  to  execute  the  Amer  icans.  ’  llIYAZAKI 

executed  the  other  two  American*? 

Lt.  NOGI 

How  do  you  know? 

Ji".  ■»<  that  was  all°hrSw!nSf  was  ve'ry *° 

Lhy  were  these  Americans  executed? 

s? jssrsss  I-  s«s!.r“ iui 

because  everything  was  ordered  by  supIrlOT  officer?  '',OTr3r 

here  these  Americans  given  a  hearing  or  a  court  martial? 

I  don't  know, 

Camp?they  glTen  a  hearin?  °r  court  martial  while  at  C-arara 


V,h°  ordered  to  have  the  Americans  executed? 

thG  °^er  came  ft,°ni  Lt*  MIYAZAKI,  but  I  think 
ShlhOZU  gave  the  original  order.  *  1  tnink  CaPt. 

Where  are  Capt.  SHIROZU  and  Lt.  MIYAZAKI  now? 

Eoth  of  them  are  in  No,  3  Compound. 

'shat  were  the  three  Americans'  names,  ranks,  end  descriptions? 

Where  weie  these  Americans  captured? 
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•  A..  IKEUOhl  told  me  that  they  were  captured  on  Ceram  Island  that 

is  all  I  know. 

Q.  What  was  your  rank  at  the  time  you  executed  the  American? 

A.  I  was  a  Sergeant  Major. 

Q,  Were  you  under  direct  orders  from  W/0  UElviUEA? 

A.  Yes. 

q.  Could  you  have  disobeyed  UELUHA's  order  to  execute  the 
American? 

A.  I  couldn't  refuse  because  of  Japanese  army  discipline. 

Q.  Was  force,  threats,  duress  or  coercion  used  in  taking  this 
statement  from  you? 

A.  No. 

Q.  Was  any  promise  of  reward,  immunity  or  consideration  given  as 
a  result  of  this  statement? 

A.  No. 


(Signed)  KIYOSATO  YOSHIZAKI 


NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES  ) 

ISLAND  01  MOhOTAI  )  SS 

I,  KIYOSATO  YOSHIZAKI,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that 
I  had  read  to  me  and  understood  the  translation  of  the  fore¬ 
going  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  answers 
contained  therein,  consisting  of  four  (4)  pages,  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief. 

(Signed)  KIYOSATO  YOSHIZAKI 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  thirtieth  day  of 
March,  1946. 

(Signed)  JOHN  D  SCHWENKEK ,  Capt.,F./ 
Investigating  Officer,  War  Crime 
Investigating  Detachment. 

NEThEl .LANDS  EAST  INDIES  ) 

ISLAND  OF  MOHOTAI  )SS 

I,  MASAO  DOUE,  T/3,  ASN  30111100,  War  Crimes  Branch,  being 
duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that  I  truly  translated  the  question 
end  answers  given  from  English  to  Japanese  and  from  Japanese 
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•  A.  IKETJChl  told  me  that  they  were  captured  on  Ceram  Island  that 
is  all  I  know, 

Q.  What  was  your  rank  at  the  time  you  executed  the  American? 

A.  I  was  a  Sergeant  Major. 

Q.  Were  you  under  direct  orders  from  W/0  UEkULA? 

A.  Yes. 

Q.  Could  you  have  disobeyed  UELULA's  order  to  execute  the 
American? 

A.  I  couldn't  refuse  because  of  Japanese  army  discipline, 

Q.  Was  force,  threats,  duress  or  coercion  used  in  taking  this 
statement  from  you? 

A,  No. 

Q.  Was  any  promise  of  reward,  immunity  or  consideration  given  as 
a  result  of  this  statement? 

A  ■  No. 


(Signed)  KIY0SAT0  YOSKIZAKI 


NETHERLANDS  EAST  INDIES  ) 

ISLAND  OF  MOhOTAI  )  SS 

I,  KIYOSATO  YOSKIZAKI,  being  duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that 
I  had  read  to  me  and  understood  the  translation  of  the  fore¬ 
going  transcription  of  my  interrogation  and  all  answers 
contained  therein,  consisting  of  four  (4)  pages,  are  true 
to  the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief 0 

(Signed)  KIYOSATO  YOSKIZAKI 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  thirtieth  day  of 
March,  1946. 


(Signed)  JOHN  D  SCHWENKEh,  Capt.,F./ 
Investigating  Officer,  War  Crime 
Investigating  Detachment. 


NEThEI .LANDS  EAST  INDIES  ) 
ISLAND  OF  MOL OTA I  )SS 


I,  MASAO  DONE,  T/3>  ASN  30111100,  War  Crimes  Branch,  being 
duly  sworn  on  oath,  state  that  I  truly  translated  the  question 
and  answers  given  from  English  to  Japanese  and  from  Japanese 
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to  English  respectively,  end  that  after  being  tr  an  sc*-4  be*  r 
truly  translated  the  forego; ng  deposition  conte  i.ni re  i;iireo 
\  3)  1  &  l  ~  s  to  *rir,  v. .  ones  a  ■  the  ./ri.  mess  there  upon  r.n  liv 

presence  affixed  his  signature  thereto. 


( Signed)  MASAO  DOUE 

Subscribed  end  sworn  to  before  me  this  3C  day  of  March,  1946. 

(Signed)  JOHN  D  SCHWENKER, 
Capt.,  F.A. 

Investigating  Officer  ,Vfer  O' inn 
Investigating  Detachment. 

C_E_  K_T_  I*F  I  C  ATE 

c  a  _  I5  JOHN  SCHWENKER,  Capt., 

0-544384,  FA,  certify  that  on  ?8th  Jay  of  Larch,  1946, 
personally  appeal eo  before  me  XiTOSATO  YOSHIZAKI,  and 
according  to  LAS AO  DOUE,  gave  the  foregoing  answers  to  the 

q^estionf  set  f°vth  therein;  that  after  his  testimony 
nad  been  tr an scri bee.  the  said  KJYOSATO  YOShIZAKI  had  read  7 
to  him  by  the  said  j-Utorprerer  the  same  and  affixed  his 
signature  t  ereto  In  my  presence . 

Island  cf  Lorotai, 

NETHERLAi'  DS  EAST  INDIES 

30th  day  of  March,  1946.  (Signed)  JOHN  D.  SChUENKER, 

Capt.  F.A. , 

Investigating  Officer,  War  Crimes 
Investigating  Detachment, 


RESTRICTED 
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